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In this Issue... 

This Month in the American Revolution 

The Battle of Cowpens 
By Stu Hoyt 

Why anyone would fight over a cow pen is beyond me but one oc-
curred during the American Revolution that became critical in bringing 
that war to a close. The early part of that war was fought in the northern 
colonies and instigated by “Yankee-Rebels” which sounds like an oxy-
moron.  The British government spent all their time attempting to corral 
these renegades to the crown.  They could not understand how General 
John Burgoyne could lose an entire army to this group of misfits. 

This loss had severe repercussions. The French 
has secretly been supporting the American cause 
but needed some assurance before they would 
openly commit to a war with Britain. The British 
loss at Saratoga was sufficient to allow King Louie 
to commit to an engagement with their long time 
foe. This declaration of war caused the British 
government to rethink their battle plan in the 
Americas. In order to protect their possessions in 
the West Indies, they needed to pull troops and 
ship from that effort to contain the colonies. Their 
new scheme included efforts to separate the south-

ern colonies from those in the north with the help of Southern Loyalists. 
British Commanding General Howe had implemented his plan of 

capturing the south in the summer of 1777 when he left Burgoyne high 
and dry with his plan to attach Philadelphia. Burgoyne had hoped that 
an element of the British Army would come up the Hudson and meet 
him in Albany. This never happened.  

General Howe’s plan was working well. They 
captured Charleston and Savannah then set up series 
of fort to contain the south. Continental General Ben-
jamin Lincoln’s army fell with the loss of Charleston. 
The hero of Saratoga, Horatio Gates was sent south to 
pick up the pieces but he fell on his sword at Cam-
den. He actually left the battle and never stopped un-
til his horse was 200 miles away.  

When the dust settled, Congress had nowhere to 
turn and allowed Washington to select the replace-
ment Commander of the Southern Army. He wanted 
his trusted Nathaniel Greene all along and sent him 
south with the remaining rag-tag army. He also sent General Daniel 
Morgan to assist.  
Continued on page 4 
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Message from Chapter President Tom Jones 
First, I would hope everyone had a very Merry Christmas in spite of the restrictions caused by 

the virus.  Hopefully, the vaccinations currently taking place will control the virus and soon we 
will be able to resume our various lifestyles. 

Next, I would like to wish everyone a Happy New Year. I am sure you agree with me that we 
are all glad that 2020 is behind us, we have regular meetings, and continue to fulfill our obligations 
to our Patriots. 

I want to thank our members that were able to complete several of our obligations during 2020 under very re-
strictive conditions. Our Chapter is fortunate to have our Officers and Committee Chairman that found new ways to 
be able to function within the numerous virus restrictions:  

 1. A Chapter Zoom Conference for our monthly meetings.  
 2. Over 200 flags on Flag Day were placed in a local cemetery.  
 2. Award certificates to communities Fire, Police, EMS organizations. 
 3. Honored our past Veterans by being in a video at the Texas State Cemetery in Austin. 
 4. Visitation to Cub Scout Pack 109, Den 2 in Lockhart for a historic presentation. 
 5. Our Honor Guard stood watch at John Booth’s funeral visitation and the Cemetery. 
 6. Individual displays on 4th of July at homes to honor our Patriots  
 7. Dedication of a Plaque for a WWII Veterans in Fredericksburg.   
 8. Participation in the Wreaths Across America. 
 (Additional details on the above events are available in our monthly newsletters.) 
 

I am sure you will agree with me that “The Times They Are A Changing”! 
 
I look at the various trends in our society today and I am concerned that the respect that we have for our sacrific-

es of our Patriots is not being shared in several of our elementary and high schools. I am not alone in my concern 
about this. 

I hope you will help me meet this challenge that is in our local schools (public, private, and home) by your time 
and financial support. 

Our Youths Award Committee has accepted this challenge and has already enhanced that program. Our Fund-
Raising Committee is in the process of establishing a Youth Funding Program to financially support our numerous 
awards, scholarships and recognition of those young students who participate. 

Please see the Texas SAR Youth Awards Handout in this newsletter. Additional copies are available for you to 
inform your family and friends of our progress and determine if their children would like to participate. 

If additional  handouts are needed or you need additional information please contact me at (210) 263-9241 or Will 
Moravits at (210) 885-2790. 

Know Your SAR 

This Month: What is a Rosette? 
 
A rosette is a few bits of ribbon twisted into the stylized shape of a rose bud. The SAR us-
es the rosette as a symbol of membership and fraternity worldwide. Where did this sym-
bol come from? Why did our society adopt it? 
Historians date examples of rosettes back to 8th and 9th century Europe. At that time, 
they were made to resemble moons and planets. These early examples of rosettes fall in 
the footnotes of history. 
The rosette as we know it today began in France in 1802 with Napoleon Bonaparte. Under 
Bonaparte, medals and ribbon awards were opened to a much greater swath of the people 
of France, making awards to military and civilians, aristocrats and commoners, for merit 
and valor. 
It was in this capacity that Napoleon brought in the rosette. He used it to add additional 

recognition to the Legion of Honor. The rosette was added to the ribbon to denote additional honors to the recipient.  
Continued on page 4 

SAR Member Rosette 
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Patience and Versatility Pays Off  
by Stu Hoyt 

 
“Can’t” and “Won’t” are not in the vocabulary of those who are persistent in accomplishing a task. Each year, in 

the recent past, the Austin area DAR and SAR Chapters, in conjunction with Wreaths Across America, have decorat-
ed all 3,200 graves at the Texas State Cemetery at Navasota and 7th Streets in Austin. This year it would have been 
no different except that a black cloud came over 2020 in the form of a pandemic better known as COVID-19. It seems 
that everything came to a halt. Back in the 1950’s, we prepared for a nuclear attack where everyone was to stay inside 
until the “dust “ (radiation) settled. As the pandemic worsened this spring, we were all asked to “hunker down.” Lit-
tle did we know that it would persist even to December, nine months later.  

As we approached the season for Wreaths Across America, things looked grim but we were hopeful. Donations 
for buying the wreaths were down and it was not going to be possible to order enough even to cover all the graves at 
the Texas State Cemetery. We were advised that if we could not place wreaths on all graves, we could not place 
wreaths on any. A nine-year-old named Remmer Machamer developed the passion, at the age of seven, to go door to 
door to raise money for Wreaths Across America. The cut-off date was December 3 and his goal was $10,000. By 
Thanksgiving, he had only reached the $6,000 mark.  We were planning on having to revert to the Memorial and Vet-
erans Day plan of placing flags at each grave. 

COVID-19 cases were on an upturn in December. Word spread 
via media channels that even Ar- lington Nation Cemetery would 
have to cancel their Wreaths Cere- mony. Protest came from across the 
country and it was decided the program would go on. In Austin, as 
we did for the Memorial Day Cere- mony, we were planning a virtual 
commemoration, then things start- ed to happen. Remmer, in a last 
minute appeal, reached his goal and enough money was available 
to place a wreath at each of the 3,200 graves. Wreaths Across 
America Day was scheduled for December 19, 2020, but since the 
Texas State Cemetery would be closed that day we planned to do 
our wreaths on Friday, December 18. On Tuesday of that week, we 
were advised that the cemetery would not be available on Friday 
due to a death and service of a state dignitary. 

We had overcome hurdles thus far, but could we reschedule and 
get people to come on Thursday with one day’s notice. Word went 
out and then we went into “hope and pray” mode. The plan was to do shifts starting at 10:00 a.m. We were there be-
fore eight to start unloading and stationing the wreaths at various locations across the cemetery. We managed to of-
fload 384 boxes of compacted wreaths and have them in place as SAR, DAR and other organizations came in to hon-
or each grave with the placing of the wreath at the grave and the stating of that name. Miraculously, maintaining so-
cial distance, we completed all 3,200 graves by noon. Mission accomplished and who said that it couldn’t be done. 
Here is a picture of some of the graves at “Confederate Field” and the other of Jim Clements of the Patrick Henry 
Chapter and Stu Hoyt of the William Hightower Chapter at the Veterans Memorial.  

Wreaths at the “Confederate Field” at the Texas 

State Cemetery 

Compatriots Jim Clements, of Patrick Henry 
Chapter, and Stu Hoyt at the Veterans Memori-
al during Wreaths Across America 
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Know Your SAR 
Continued from page 2 

 
Other European nations soon followed, and the rosette as 
a symbol of honor quickly became an international sym-
bol. 

Around 1850, the rosette was reduced in size and 
adapted into a lapel pin, allowing for recognition of 
awards while in civilian attire. It was cheaper, easier, and 
a lot less work to wear a rosette on the lapel to display 
accomplishments than pinning a medal to the jacket. It 
also showed a sense of “modest class,” as it was less gar-
ish to wear the rosette pin than wearing around one’s 
medals casually. It became the rage almost immediately. 
In France, the wear of rosettes was formalized with strict 
rules, both in writing and manners. France still retains 
most of these customs. 

The U.S. was not immune to the development of these 
customs and courtesies. Americans had experimented 
very slowly with the awarding of medals and ribbons. 
The most common use of medals was by private societies, 
beginning as early as the American Revolution.  

By the Civil War, the U.S. adopted the Medal of Hon-
or. While it was not our first attempt at a recognition sys-
tem, it would stand the test of time and become the great-
est American symbol of military valor. After the Civil 
War, veteran and patriotic organizations started popping 
up across the country to remember their service during 
the war. These organizations used medals and ribbons to 
recognize membership. 

It did not take long for Ameri-
cans to look for a simpler way 
to display their participation in 
organizations. In 1877, the Mili-
tary Order of the Loyal Legion 
of the United States became the 
first organization in the U.S. to 
use a lapel rosette to identify its 
members. The genie was quick-
ly let out of the bottle. Soon, 
most organizations adopted the 

lapel rosette to display membership.  

The Battle of Cowpens 
Continued from page 1 

 
After surveying the land and his possibilities, General 
Greene elected to divide his army and establish a defen-
sive harassment action. They were so successful that Brit-
ish Commanding General Cornwallis directed his bull-
dog, Lt. Col. Banastre Tarleton to track Morgan down and 
take him out.  

Tarleton was getting close so Morgan new that he 
must make a stand. In addition to his Continental Regu-
lars he acquired some militia and mountain men. Close 
by was a grazing pasture called Cowpens, which had 
some rolling hills and surrounded by a river on three 
sides. The bad feature militarily was that the army had 
nowhere to retreat. The good was that the feigned of 
heart had nowhere to run. 

General Morgan set his plan into action with the mili-
tia in the first line, the mountain men in the second and 
the Continentals in the third. Each line was in a depres-
sion between the hills. Anyone approaching the first line 
could not see the others. He spent the night encouraging 
militia units and asking them to give him two rounds and 
vacate the field in order. He also told them that the ene-
my was before them, the Continentals behind them and 
the Calvary at their sides to help them to be strong. 

On Jan 17, 1781, Lt. Col. Tarleton felt that he had his 
enemy trapped and it was a matter of time. Morgan 
moved about the lines encouraging his men to stick to the 
plan. It was not Morgan that was trapped but Tarleton. 
Morgan could see the plan folding out before him and 
everything worked in his favor. Tarleton was blindsided 
and caught in a trap. Only he and a very few of his men 
were able to escape. Morgan knew the Cornwallis would 
be coming to Tarleton’s rescue and he must act quickly. 
He sent some of his men one way with the prisoners and 
devised an ingenious deception to stay ahead of Corn-
wallis all the way to the Virginia border where he would 
join up with General Greene. Cornwallis destroyed his 
army chasing Morgan and had to retreat to Yorktown to 
be resupplied. The rest is history.  

Medal of Honor: Army 
medal, ribbon,  

and rosette 

As the U.S. military began expanding its awards and honors at the turn of the twentieth century, and interacting 

more with European counterparts, rosettes were adopted to recognize military awards on civilian attire. The Ameri-

can military would slowly lose interest in this practice as an institution by the latter half of the twentieth century. 

While rosette pins for military awards can still be found from some private vendors today and a few limited govern-

ment stocks remain, the U.S. military now only issues the rosette with the Medal of Honor, which had originally 

been authorized by Congress on April 16, 1896. The U.S. still offers rosettes with a few civilian awards. While in Eu-

rope, the rosette has remained a tool used to recognize military and civilian merit. By the time the SAR was orga-

nized in 1889, rosettes were popular in the U.S. Most organizations had adopted a rosette to identify membership. 

The SAR was no different. 

Continued on page 10 
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Dynamite in a Small Package  
by Stu Hoyt 

 
Youth Awards programs are so important in promoting the mission of the Sons of the American Revolution. 

Each year the state societies strive to find contestants to compete in the various competitions. Occasionally, a jewel is 
discovered and that was the case for the William Hightower Chapter of the Texas Society. One of our Compatriots, 
Will Moravits, a teacher at Byron P. Steele II High School in Cibolo, encouraged the JROTC Instructor to submit one 
of his top cadets as a candidate in the Enhanced JROTC competition. Shortly after that submission, COVID-19 
cloaked the various campuses in a “shut-down” where each student was required to attend school from home via a 
virtual computer mode. 

Those applicants for the chapters were some of the best that the state has seen in a while and the William High-
tower contestant placed a very close second to a Dallas area cadet. We were all looking forward to the awards cere-
mony at the state conference. When it was postponed, then cancelled, due to the pandemic, everyone was disap-
pointed. The winners had their awards mailed to them and when the schools finally opened, the students were al-
lowed to return in the fall but the restrictions on visitors remained in full force. Even the chapters were encouraged 
to restrict their meetings to a virtual environment. 

A window of opportunity came open in December for the chapter to allow a few members to make a surprise vis-
it to the State Society’s second place winner at her ROTC classroom to make the presentation of the chapter level 
award. Our Chapter winner, Amerie Hernendez, was the shortest person in the class but a package of dynamite. Her 
performance is so outstanding that she was selected as the Corp Commander for this year. Her goal is to attend the 
University of Texas Business School, be accepted in the ROTC Program there and eventually be commissioned in the 
United States Air Force. 
The William Hightower Chapter members presented her with a medal, a certificate and a check for her outstanding 
work. From left to right are Jim Clements, TXSSAR State Secretary and member of the Patrick Henry Chapter, Cadet 
Amerie Hernandez, Kris Krueger, William Hightower Chapter Secretary, and Stu Hoyt also of the William Hightow-
er Chapter.  

William Hightower Chapter Compatriot Jim Clements (TXSSAR State Secretary and 

Patrick Henry Chapter Member), Cadet Amerie Hernandez, Compatriot Kris Krue-

ger, and Compatriot Stu Hoyt pose during the presentation of the William Hightow-

er Chapter JROTC Outstanding Cadet Award 
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Special Insert 

Society Awards 

Recognizing the End of our Program Year 

Thoughts on Society Awards as We Seek Nominations 
By Kris Krueger 

 
When I was still in uniform, I was blessed with some great commanders who served not only as my boss, but as 

mentors and guides. They were genuinely great leaders who wanted me to not just grow in my knowledge of mili-
tary art and science, but also the soft skills of leading people. One of the areas they often worked with me on was 
awards. 

Awards can get a bad reputation when mismanaged, especially programs that offer a lot of awards. Our society 
uses a system like the military. We offer many awards that are designed to be displayed in public. It is important to 
remember the role our society’s awards system plays. 

Awards are not just about the individual receiving them. They have roles for our Compatriots and friends, for 
our leadership, and our society. 

First, our awards are about our Compatriots and friends to our society. It is a recognition we provide to 
acknowledge the work and accomplishments our Compatriots and friends take on to accomplish our mission. A step 
up from a pat on the back, because an award is a tangible reminder that we recognize the hard work that was accom-
plished to make our society a little better. 

Awards also serve leadership. Awards are a tangible way for leadership to recognize not just the work being 
done by Compatriots, but also to show what we want to see in our Compatriots’ dedication to our society. It’s a way 
for leadership to help communicate expectations and identify best practices. When I was learning how to manage an 
awards system, I had more than one commander come to me and tell me when you see a soldier’s ribbons on the 
uniform, it says just as much about the leaders as it does the soldier. I still carry that lesson with me today. 

Awards serve our society. Just the fact that we have an awards program recognizes our Society wants to com-
municate the appreciation we have for dedicated work across the society. When we meet a Compatriot from Georgia 
who is wearing a Meritorious Service Medal, we can immediately recognize and appreciate the work that Compatri-
ot has put into the society, because we give the award as well. Awards also help our society recognize other things 
that matter. Our society names our awards and designs them to provide us reminders of what matters in our society. 
For us, our Patriot heroes are sacred reminders of the dedication to weather through a revolutionary war and forge a 
new nation. We reflect those beliefs in our awards system. 

An awards system requires thought and discipline. We should not treat our awards like a bowl of jellybeans, 
passing them out to anyone just to generate a smile. Every award we consider should be thought out. We want to 
provide the appropriate award for the appropriate level of service. That is not easy and will never be objective, but 
our awards system is a great tool to recognize our Compatriots hard work, encourage them to keep working into the 
future, and remind us all the Patriots and Compatriots that came before us to not just create this great nation, but to 
ensure the story of that creation never dies. 

As you consider Compatriots and friends to nominate for awards for this last year, please take some time to think 
about what our Compatriots are doing to keep us successful and how we can recognize those Compatriots that have 
taken those extra steps this year to keep us successful. 

Washington’s Rules of Civility 
Rule 25 

 
Superfluous Complements and 
all Affectation of Ceremonie are 
to be avoided, yet where due they 
are not to be Neglected. 
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Special Insert 

Society Awards 

Recognizing the End of our Program Year 

Chapter Taking Nominations for End of Year Awards 
By Kris Krueger 

 
March marks the end of the William Hightower Chapter’s year, both programmatically and fiscally. At the March 

meeting, we elect our officers and present Chapter awards. Our officers are elected for two-year terms, so this year 
we will not be electing officers. The Chapter will be presenting awards at the March 11 Chapter Meeting. 

The SAR has several awards for service to the Chapter. Awards are available to both Compatriots and non-
members. You can learn about SAR awards from the SAR Handbook, Volume V, available on the NSSAR member’s 
site at this link. You can also get a copy from Kris Krueger by sending a request to krisk96@gmail.com. 

The Texas Society also has several awards to recognize service at the Chapter level. You can find the Texas Socie-
ty awards available on the TXSSAR member’s site at this link.  

The Award’s Committee is now taking nominations for awards. The committee will take nominations until Feb-
ruary 12. The Award’s Committee will then work with the Chapter President for award approval. Feel free to send 
your nominations to Kris Krueger at krisk96@gmail.com, or Tom Jones at tomandbet@aol.com.   

These are the awards the Chapter typically presents at the end of the year: 
 
Chapter Medal of Distinguished Service 

This is the highest award made by a Chapter President. The Chapter President may award only one 
award each year at his sole discretion. The Chapter President is not required to award it to anyone. It 
may only be awarded to a Compatriot, and a Compatriot may receive this award only once. If you 
would like to suggest a recipient, email the Chapter President, Tom Jones, at tomandbet@aol.com. 
This medal was created in 2013. To give past Chapter Presidents the opportunity to recognize Compat-
riots who contributed to their terms, they may recommend an awardee to the current Chapter Presi-
dent. If you are a past Chapter President that did not have the opportunity to present the Chapter Med-
al of Distinguished Service and would like to present the medal to a Compatriot that helped make your 
term successful, contact Tom Jones at tomandbet@aol.com.  
A few past William Hightower Chapter awardees for this award include Tom Jones, Lou Colantoni, Stu 
Hoyt, and Patrick Hollis. 

 
Chapter Meritorious Service Medal 

The Chapter Meritorious Service Medal may be awarded to Compatriots who have rendered long, 
faithful, and meritorious service to the Chapter. The Chapter may present this award to more than one 
Compatriot per year. A Compatriot may only receive this medal once from the Chapter, but can re-
ceive the award for service at the state and national societies also. 
Some of our past chapter recipients include Will Moravits, Ed Blauvelt, Patrick Hollis, Robert Duck-
worth, and Don Chandler. 
If you would like to nominate a Compatriot for the Chapter Meritorious Service Medal, email the 
nomination to Kris Krueger at krisk96@gmail.com.  

https://www.sar.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Volume-V-Individual-Medals-Awards-effective-September-21-2019.pdf
mailto:krisk96@gmail.com
https://www.txssar.org/!!TXS!!SAR!!/medal_precedence.htm
mailto:krisk96@gmail.com
mailto:tomandbet@aol.com
mailto:tomandbet@aol.com
mailto:tomandbet@aol.com
mailto:krisk96@gmail.com
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Special Insert 

Society Awards 

Recognizing the End of our Program Year 

Bronze Roger Sherman Medal 
The Bronze Roger Sherman Medal may be awarded to a compatriot in recognition of, and in ap-
preciation of, outstanding services rendered to a Chapter. The medal is presented to a compatri-
ot for significant service which lacks the requirements for the Meritorious Service Medal. The 
recipient must have served as an active officer for a minimum of two years, as an active commit-
tee chairman for three years, or as an active member of a committee for four years. A Compatri-
ot may receive this award more than once. If you would like to nominate a Compatriot for the 
Bronze Roger Sherman Medal, email the nomination to Kris Krueger at krisk96@gmail.com.  
 
 
 
 

 
Bronze Children of the American Revolution (C.A.R.) Sons of the American Revolution Medal of Appreciation 

The Bronze C.A.R. SAR Medal of Appreciation may be presented to a member of the C.A.R.  or SAR in 
good standing in recognition of and in appreciation for outstanding services rendered to a local C.A.R. 
Society. The award may recognize assistance in promoting C.A.R. members that qualify to obtain SAR 
memberships, C.A.R. members who participate in the State Society Annual Meetings or at the Nation-
al Congress, C.A.R. members who have otherwise significantly aided SAR programs, or SAR members 
and C.A.R. Senior Leaders who have supported or served a state or local C.A.R. Society. This award 
can be presented more than once. Do you know a Compatriot who has been working with the C.A.R. 
this year? Please consider a nomination for this award. You can email the nomination to Kris Krueger 
at krisk96@gmail.com.  
 
 

 
SAR Daughters of Liberty Medal 

The Daughters of Liberty Medal may be presented to a lady recommended by any chapter officer in 
appreciation for her unselfish devotion, tireless efforts and assistance to the SAR, and who has dedi-
cated her time, energy, ability and/or finances to the organization in support and furtherance of the 
stated objectives of the SAR. This is the highest lady’s medal and consideration in awarding this med-
al should be given only after the SAR Medal of Appreciation or the Martha Washington Medal has 
been presented. A lady may receive this award more than once. If you would like to nominate a lady 
for this award, please email your nomination to Kris Krueger at krisk96@gmail.com.  

Poor Richards Almanac 
 

The noblest question in the world is, 
What Good may I do in it? 

mailto:krisk96@gmail.com
mailto:krisk96@gmail.com
mailto:krisk96@gmail.com
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Special Insert 

Society Awards 

Recognizing the End of our Program Year 

SAR Medal of Appreciation 
The SAR Medal of Appreciation may be presented to a member of the DAR in good standing in 
recognition of and in appreciation for outstanding services rendered to the SAR. The award may 
recognize assistance in forming new SAR chapters, obtaining a specific number of new SAR mem-
bers or otherwise significantly aiding the SAR programs. A lady may receive this medal multiple 
times. If you would like to nominate a lady for this award, please email your nomination to Kris 
Krueger at krisk96@gmail.com.  
 
 
 
 
 

Martha Washington Medal 
The Martha Washington Medal may be presented to a woman over 18 years of age in recognition of 
outstanding service to SAR. A DAR may receive the Martha Washington Medal and the SAR Medal of 
Appreciation (on separate occasions) if her service warrants it. A lady may receive this medal multiple 
times. If you would like to nominate a lady for this award, please email your nomination to Kris Krue-
ger at krisk96@gmail.com.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lydia Darragh Medal 
The Lydia Darragh Medal may be awarded by the incumbent Chapter President to the lady who 
has provided significant service to him during his term. The medal will recognize the assistance of 
the ladies who work behind the scenes supporting SAR programs, but whose service does not meet 
the requirements for the Martha Washington Medal. It may only be presented once per year at the 
discretion of the Chapter President. A lady may receive this medal only once from a chapter, a state 
society or a district, however the National Society (through the incumbent President General) may 
make multiple presentations of the medal to a lady without referral to any committee. The nomina-
tion and presentation of this award is made by the Chapter President.  
 
 
 

 
 

To the right, Some of our Compatriots re-
ceiving awards and recognition at our 
March 2020 meeting celebrating our accom-
plishments for the previous year. This was 
our last meeting before the pandemic 
forced closures across the country.  

mailto:krisk96@gmail.com
mailto:krisk96@gmail.com
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Special Insert 

Society Awards 

Recognizing the End of our Program Year 

Texas Chapter Service Medal 
The Texas Chapter Service Medal is an award presented by a chapter in the name of Texas Society 
for service to a chapter. This award recognizes the accomplishments and efforts of Compatriots who 
have rendered outstanding service to their chapters, either over a period of time or through a signifi-
cant single action. The medal may be awarded multiple times during a year. There is no limitation 
on the number of times a Compatriot may receive the award. Past recipients of the Texas Chapter 
Service Medal include Lou Cox and Cliff Caskey. If you would like to nominate a Compatriot for this 
award, please email your nomination to Kris Krueger at krisk96@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 

 
Other SAR Awards 

The SAR offers other recognition awards. Many of these we present throughout the year as part of our commit-
tee outreach. Awards for military service and service to the community can be managed throughout the year. 

If you are a military veteran, you may qualify for the War Service or Military Service Medals. The chapter can 
assist you in processing these awards. Do you work with veterans? The SAR also recognizes the efforts of Compatri-
ots who work with veterans through the Service to Veterans Medal. 

The SAR offers the Good Citizenship Medal. The Chapter may award it in Bronze. The Bronze Good Citizenship 
Medal recognizes service to community organizations outside the SAR. This is an award the Chapter can assist you 
in processing. 

There are also awards that are managed through our committees. Feel free to reach out to our committee chairs 
for more information on recognitions related to their activities. 

Wear Your Awards Proudly 
By Kris Krueger 

 
Awards recognize the accomplishments, work, dedication, and service of our Compatriots. We should do more 

than just receive them. Consider wearing them when appropriate. They are a tangible recognition of your service to 
the mission of our patriot ancestors. 

Our society provides guidance for awards in the SAR Handbook, available at this link. The handbook provides 
plenty of detail on how to wear and take care of your medals. The society offers medals in two sizes. The full size 
form is generally for less formal occasions, worn on a suit coat or sport jacket. For more formal occasions and when 
wearing continental uniforms, the society offers “dress miniature medals.” Of course, we are not as formal a world 
as in the past. Especially in Texas, where warmer weather and a more relaxed lifestyle help define our daily lives.  

Our society also recognizes our Compatriots are successful outside of the SAR. Compatriots may wear awards 
presented by the military, the federal and state government, and the awards of other societies and organizations. 

Again, there is a recognized order to wear your awards. The 
key is that our society recognizes our Compatriots are active 
and successful members of our local, state, and national com-
munities and has a method to help display those successes. 
Wear your awards proudly. They are a recognition of not just 
your service, but to your dedication to your community and 
our society. 

Just how complicated can it get? Plenty! Through history and tradi-
tion, we have adopted many forms of recognition and many ways to 
wear them. To the left are some examples of wearing awards in more 
formal settings. 

mailto:krisk96@gmail.com
https://www.sar.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Volume-V-Individual-Medals-Awards-effective-September-21-2019.pdf
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Happy Birthday to our Compatriots 
And Remembering our Patriot Ancestors 

Happy Birthday, Compatriots 

Richard L. Robinnett, January 3 

Francis Griffin, January 5 

Ed Gunter, January 8 

Rayburn Hickman, January 8 

Kason Krueger, January 12 

Patrick Hollis, January 15 

Thomas Browne, January 19 

Michael Mark, January 22 

Steve Polk, January 25 

Evan Blauvelt, January 27 

Tom Jones, January 29 

 

 

HEAR YE! HEAR YE! 

Compatriot Society Anniversaries 

January 

Thank you for your continued service to our Soci-

ety and your dedication to promoting patriotism, 

preserving American history, and promoting edu-

cation to future generations 

Lewis Corbell, 10 years 

Richard Johnson, 1 year 

William Spaitzer, 1 year 

Remembering our Patriot Ancestors 

 

Thomas Hardemann, ancestor of Terry Hardemann, born 01/08/1750 

Antoin Patin, ancestor of Edwin and Dana Gunter, born 01/12/1754 

Noah Taft, Jr., ancestor of Joseph Scott, born 01/14/1758 

Amos Nunnery, ancestor of Curtis “Stan” Trull, born 01/17/1762 

Mattew Ramsey, ancestor of Joseph Ramsey, 01/21/1748 

Johann Adam Zerfas, ancestor of Nicolaas Deal, born 01/25/1742 

William Powell, ancestor of Tom and Tim Jones, born in 1715 

Robert Slaughter, ancestor of Jerry Bullock, born in 1724 

Kittrell Munden, ancestor of William Spaitzar, born in 1725 

Johannes Roller, ancestor of Travis Tate, born in 1725 

James Hollis, ancestor of Patrick Hollis, born in 1730 

John Robinett, ancestor of Richard L. Robinett, born in 1733 

John McCoy, ancestor of Cleburne Matthies, born in 1735 

Solomon Cox, ancestor of David Elkins, born in 1738 

John Polk, ancestor of Steve Polk, born in 1739 

William Turner, ancestor of Stu Hoyt and Raymond Sanford, born in 1739 

John Caskey, ancestor of Cliff Caskey, born in 1750 or 1760 

Hugh Coffey, Sr., ancestor of Cliff Caskey, born in 1750 

John Gladden, ancestor of Patrick Hollis, born in 1750 

Alexander Whitehall, ancestor of Lewis Corbell, born in 1750 

Frances Cummings, ancestor of Robert Duckworth, born in 1752 

Henry Zinn, ancestor of Robert Duckworth, born in 1752 

Elijah Hooten, ancestor of Russell Hooten, born in 1753 

Thomas Hardwick, ancestor of Michael England, born in 1755 

James Burns, ancestor of Sean Newlin, born in 1757 

Jeremiah Robinson, ancestor of Cliff Caskey, born in 1757 

David Porter, ancestor of Robert Howard, born in 1760 

Abner Quarles, ancestor of Cliff Caskey, born in 1760 

Jacob Stallings, ancestor of Michael Pryor, born in 1761 

Reuben Blankenship, ancestor of Chance Farmer, born in 1765 

Know Your SAR 
Continued from page 4 

 
By the 1960s, enamel replicas of military ribbons in-
creased in popularity. Enamel pins were cheaper, 
faster, and easier to produce. They were easier to 
maintain. The enamel ribbon looked exactly like the 
ribbon worn on the uniform. And there was no prece-
dent to wear only one enamel pin. These factors 
helped push out the rosette over time in favor of 
enamel lapel pins we see veterans wearing today. 
The SAR has kept the rosette’s heritage along with 
other hereditary organizations. Compatriots around 
the world wear the rosette as a symbol of fraternity 
and brotherhood in the common cause of patriotism 
and educating the history of our American Revolu-
tion and its ideals. 
In keeping with tradition, the rosette is worn as an 
informal emblem. It is not worn when the member 
badge or neck badge is worn, and it is not worn with 
other rosettes. Compatriots wear the rosette on the 
lapel of a suit coat or sport coat. Wear your rosette 
proudly, knowing that it is just as steeped in tradition 
and history as our member badge and the other sym-
bols of our society. 
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William Hightower Chapter Leadership 
2020-2021 

Officers 
President Tom Jones 
Vice President Ed Blauvelt 
Secretary Kris Krueger 
Treasurer Stan Trull 
Registrar Robert Duckworth 
Chaplain Don Chandler 
Historian Stu Hoyt 
Parliamentarian Cliff Caskey 
Sergeant at Arms Robert Duckworth 
Past President Steve Polk 
Webmaster Will Moravits 
Newsletter Editor Kris Krueger 

Committee Chairs 
Color Guard: Blair Rudy 
Flag Awards: Tom Jones 
Finance & Budget: Stan Trull 
Fund Raising: Steve Polk  
George Washington Proclamations: Joe Cox 
Grave Marking: Cliff Caskey 
Medals, Awards & Citations: Kris Krueger 
Public Events: Patrick Hollis 
Public Service Awards: Lou Colontoni 
Publicity & Media: Will Moravits 
ROTC & CAP: Tom Jones 
Scouting: Kris Krueger 
Youth Awards & Contests: Will Moravits  
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Essay Contest - Grades 9-12 

The George S. and Stella M. Knight Essay
Contest is an original essay, 800 to 1,200 
words. based upon original research, dealing with a 
topic that shaped American history - an event, person,
philosophy, or ideal associated with the American
Revolution, Declaration of Independence, or the
framing of the United States Constitution. Cash award. 

https://www.sar.org/education/youthcontests-awards/
george-s-stella-m-knight-essay-contest

http://TexasSAR.org/essay.htm

Oration Contest - Grades 9-12

The Joseph S. Rumbaugh Oration contest
is an original five- to six-minute speech
(and accompanying manuscript) dealing
with an event, a personality, or a document pertaining 
to the Revolutionary War, showing the relationship to
America today. The Orations Contest has the endorse-
ment and approval of the National Association of
Secondary School Principals. Cash award. 

https://www.sar.org/education/youth-contests-awards/
joseph-s-rumbaugh-historical-oration-contestt

http://TexasSAR.org/oration.htm

Outstanding JROTC Cadet Award - Grade 11

The JROTC Unit’s Senior Military Instructor 
selects cadet with leadership qualities, military
bearing, merit in patriotism, scholarship, 
citizenship, and general excellence, fostering the
principle of "citizen-soldier". Cadet must submit 
an original essay on a topic designated by SAR. 

https://www.sar.org/education/youth-contests-awards/
rotc-jrotc-recognition-program 
http://TexasSAR.org/jrotc.htm

Eagle Scout Program - Before Age 19 

The Arthur M. and Berdena King application
consists of a two-page form, four-generation 
ancestry chart, and a 500 word patriotic theme. 
Eagle Scouts who are registered in an active unit and
have not reached their 19th birthday during the year of
application (calendar year 01 Jan to 31 Dec) may apply. 
College plans do not need to be completed in order to
receive the scholarship.

https://www.sar.org/education/youth-contests-awards/
arthur-m-berdena-king-eagle-scout-award

http://TexasSAR.org/eagle.htm

Americanism Poster Contest - Grades 3-5

Theme is "Revolutionary War Events" in school 
years ending in an even number or "Revolutionary
War Persons" in years ending in an odd number. 
Students in grades 3, 4 or 5, depending on when
the American Revolution is taught in their school
system -  public, private, parochial, charter and
home schooled students may enter. Also open
to members of the C.A.R., Cub Scouts and Brownies
who are in the same grades if their school does not
participate. Judging is based upon portrayal of the
theme, originality, evidence of research, neatness,
artistic merit and creativity.

https://www.sar.org/education/youth-contests-awards/
americanism-elementary-school-poster-contest

http://TexasSAR.org/poster.htm

Brochure Contest - Grades 6-9 

The Sgt. Moses Adams Memorial Middle 
School contest is to create a tri-fold brochure
on a typical 8 ½” x 11” piece of paper. Theme is "The
Founding Documents of the United States.” Contest is
open to middle school students, depending on when the
American Revolution or Government is taught in their
school system (includes public, private, parochial, charter
and home schooled students.) The contest is also open to
members of the C.A.R., Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts who
are in the same grades if their school does not participate.
Judging is based upon content, creativity and correctness. 

https://www.sar.org/education/youth-contests-awards/
sgt-moses-adams-memorial-middle-school-brochure-contest

http://TexasSAR.org/brochure.htm

Children of the American Revolution Essay
Contest - Grades 10-12 and College Freshman

Texas SAR awards scholarships to five
Texas C.A.R. members, in good standing 
for two years, based upon application form, essay, school
transcript, parent’s permission, and letters of support. 

http://TexasSAR.org/pdf/SARCAREssay2017.pdf

Texas SAR Cohen 4-H Award - Grades 9-12

The Dr. Robert S. Cohen and Dr. Jane Watkins Cohen
Award is for the first place 4-H Roundup 
Public Speaking contest winner. Cash 
award or a scholarship from Texas SAR.

http://TexasSAR.org

American History Teacher Award
The Dr. Tom & Betty Lawrence American History
Teacher Award recognizes a teacher of grades 7-12
whose instruction on the Revolutionary War era from
1750 - 1800 demonstrates educational efforts in the
classroom that exceed and excel above current accepted,
curriculum requirements. The winner will be able to
choose a trip to one of the several seminars: 
• Freedoms Foundation Summer Teacher 

Graduate Workshop at Valley Forge, Pa., 
• Colonial Williamsburg Summer Teacher 

Workshop in Williamsburg, Va., 
• Jefferson Symposium at the University 

of Virginia in Charlottesville, Va., or 
• SAR Annual Conference on the American Revolution.

https://www.sar.org/education/awards/
american-history-teacher-award

http://TexasSAR.org/ahta.htm 

To Enter - For information about how to apply for any

of these awards, please go to the websites listed. National
competitions take place at SAR Congress each summer.
Texas and Chapter deadlines are throughout the year. 

For Texas Chairmen and Contest Due Dates: 
http://TexasSAR.org/award_contacts.htm 

For Texas SAR chapter nearest you -
http://TexasSAR.org/map.htm 

For chapter contacts - 
http://TexasSAR.org/chapters.htm 

For Texas State Coordinator - 
Texas SAR Vice President -

Americanism Contests, Medals, & Awards
vpmpr@txssar.org

Texas SAR




