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            President’s Notes 
Moment in History: George Washington's Birthday is celebrated as a federal holiday on 
the third Monday in February. It is one of eleven permanent holidays established by 

Congress. Federal holidays 
apply only to the federal 
government and the District 
of Columbia;   Congress has 
never declared a national 
holiday binding in all states 
and each state decides its own 
legal holidays. George 
Washington was born in 

Virginia on February 11, 1731, according to the 
then-used Julian calendar. In 1752, however, 
Britain and all its colonies adopted the Gregorian 
calendar, which moved Washington's Birthday a 
year and 11 days to February 22, 1732. Americans 
celebrated Washington's Birthday long before 
Congress declared it a federal holiday. The 
centennial of his birth prompted festivities 
nationally and Congress established a Joint 
Committee to arrange for the occasion. At the 
recommendation of the Committee, chaired by 
Henry Clay of the Senate and Philemon Thomas of 
the House, Congress adjourned on February 22, 
1832 out of respect for Washington's memory and 
in commemoration of his birth. Prompted by a 
memorial from the mayor and other citizens of 
Philadelphia, the House and Senate 
commemorated the 130th Anniversary of 
Washington's birth by reading aloud his Farewell 
Address. Washington's Birthday, however, did not 
become a legal holiday until January 31, 1879 
when Congress added February 22nd to the list of 
holidays to be observed by federal employees in 
the District of Columbia. Washington's Birthday 
was celebrated on February 22nd until well into 
the 20th Century. However, in 1968 Congress 
passed the Monday Holiday Law to "provide 

Page �1

G. Washington’s 
Rules of Civility & 
Decent Behavior 

#98 Drink not, nor talk with 
your mouth full; neither gaze 
about you while you are 
drinking. 

#58 Let your conversation be 
without malice or envy, for it 
is a sign of a tractable and 
commendable nature; and in 
all cases of passion admit 
reason to govern. 

Poor Richard’s 
Almanac 

 96. Clean you fingers before 
you point at my spots. 

607. Weighty questions ask 
for deliberate answers 

During the Spring! 

Our next meeting is on 14 
Mar and our main event will 
be the 35th anniversary. It is 
also awards and  officer 
installation. Apr/May we will 
honor our ROTC Cadets and 
finish the spring with our 
scholarship awards.

The Hightower Recorder 
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uniform annual observances of certain legal public 
holidays on Mondays." By creating more 3-day 
weekends, Congress hoped to "bring substantial 
benefits to both the spiritual and economic life of 
the Nation." One of the provisions of this act 
changed the observance of Washington's Birthday 
from February 22nd to the third Monday in 
February. (Cont. on page 5. See GW Day) 

Hello! President Steve Polk 
Greetings! 

We	usher	out	the	old	and	bring	in	the	new	this	month.		Our	
monthly	meeting	will	be	on	14	March	so	come	prepared	to	
celebrate.		We	will	have	a	cake	to	celebrate	35	years	of	our	
charter.	We	will	install	the	2019-20	ofDicers	and	cover	a	
little	business.	Each	year	as	we	transition	from	old	to	new,	
we	like	to	say	thank	you	to	those	who	have	dedicated	their	
time	to	making	this	chapter	work.		Our	goal	is	to	keep	the	
history,	established	by	our	ancestors,	alive.		
		
Look	forward	to	seeing	you	and	your	brides	on	Thursday	
the	14th	at	Granzin’s.	

Warmest regards, 
Steve

What can you do to support your chapter!
There	are	a	number	of	things	that	you	can	do	to	
support	your	chapter	without	a	lot	of	effort.	The	
Dirst	is	to	recruit	new	members.	Do	you	have	
family,	relatives	or	friends	that	may	be	eligible?	
Have	you	researched	your	family	line	to	Dind	a	
supplemental.	These	are	blood	line	patriots	
other	than	your	initial	Patriot	Ancestor.	Can	you	
put	together	a	bio	of	your	patriot?	It	helps	the	
chapter	to	get	their	bio	on	the	SAR	web	site.	Are	
you	a	vet?	We	can	honor	you	with	a	veterans	
medal.	Do	you	know	a	vet	who	is	ill?	Visit	a	sick	
vet	and	get	credit.	Attend	or	ofDiciate	at	a	vets	
funeral	and	get	credit.	See	how	you	can	help.	
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We Need You! 

Uncle SAR needs you! It’s time to 
step forward. In the last few 
months we still need:  

• The Orations Chairman 

• The Essay Chairman 

• The Publicity Chairman 

Others are covering these 
positions temporarily in addition 
to their other responsibilities. In 
short, we need you to come along 
side and take up the slack. Stand 
proud that you stepped up to 
serve your chapter in a time of 
need. Some have, what about 
you. Every little bit helps. Thank 
you! 

We also need your help to 
enhance this newsletter. If you 
have an article or an item of 
interest to the chapter, send it to 
the chapter president or the 
newsletter editor. We are 
attempting to redesign our 
newsletter. Our goal is to make it 
interesting and keep you 
informed.  

In order for a team to function, as 
such, each member must be part 
of the motion.
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What happened at the February Meeting

Each year in January and February we encourage 
students  to share the past through our essay and 
oration contests. We were unable to muster 
candidates for our oration contest but we did 
manage some for the essay. This year’s winner is 
Lauren Kirkwood of San Marcos. Her essay was 
forwarded to the state competition in April in 
Austin. Joe Cox has led these competitions for years 
and could use some help. Awarding her with her 
certificate and medal are Pres. Steve Polk 
accompanied by Joe Cox.

In addition to a medal, certificate, and a check for 
$100.00, Historian Stu Hoyt presented Lauren with 
the SAR Outstanding Citizenship Pin for her 
diligence in promoting and perusing the history of 
our great nation in her education.

Dr. Patrick Hollis started the tradition to those 
who have fallen in our ranks with a ceremony called 
The Order of the Broken Arrow. It originated with 
the Delaware Tribe and was carried as a scout ritual 
but we have indoctrinated it into our February 
program by paying tribute to those past members 
fallen from our ranks. We read the names of all 
members passed and the obituary for those in the 
past year. In 2018, we lost Milan F. “Stoney” 
Stonebreaker, Jr. (Pres. 2011-12) and  Kenneth R. 
“Ken” Whitley. There are 46 names on the Honor 
Roll. Ed Blauvelt, Chapter secretary (member of the 
Muskogee Tribe), and Stu Hoyt performed the 
ceremony.
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George Washington’s Birthday Proclamation

Each year George Washington’s Birthday is 
outdistanced by any celebration of the 
treasured dollar. Texas no longer recognizes it 
as an official day. Our goal is to get every 
government agency in Texas to proclaim 
February 22, as George Washington’s Birthday. 
As “Father of our Nation” , he deserves no less. 
Our chapter covers five counties, so we have a 
lot of work. Starting with our beloved 
Commander and moving clockwise are: Don 
Richey with Seguin City Council; Stu Hoyt 
with Buda City Council, the mayor of Dripping 
Springs, with Joe Cox and Cliff Caskey at San 
Marcos Mayor, with Joe Cox at Kyle City 
Council, and with Blair Rudy, Tom Jones and 
Jim Clements at Sen Campbell’s Chamber. Blair 
Rudy with mayor and Judge from Blanco, Pat 
Hollis with NB Mayor and Ed Blauvelt at 
Cibilo.



TX SAR William Hightower Chapter #35 Mar 11, 2019

Page �5

Activities Beyond the Chapter Halls

In February, while we are busy in Council chambers, the William Hightower Chapter #35 Color 
Guard was out and about. Lou Colantoni of our Color Guard is also a member of the Masonic 
Lodge in New Braunfels. They have been extremely resourceful in providing muscle and money to 
keep our chapter float afloat. Two years ago they replaced and painted the float flooring. This last 
year they purchased two of the four new tires. They had a special ceremony on February 19th and 
wanted the colors presented. So Lou, Mike Pryor, Don Chandler and Tom Jones suited up to meet 
their request. Each year the TX SAR Color Guard ventures to Laredo for the largest George 
Washington Parade in the Country. Tom Jones and Stu Hoyt are top center on the float. The day 
starts with a march onto the International Bridge to meet the Mexican contingent for the 
traditional embrace. This year’s event was on Saturday, February 23rd.

GW Day from P2. Ironically, the new holiday schedule guaranteed that it would never be 
celebrated on Washington’s actual birthday, as the third Monday in February can never fall any 
later than February 21. Contrary to popular belief, neither Congress nor the President ever 
stipulated that the name of the holiday, observed as Washington’s Birthday, be changed to 
“President’s Day”. In 1776, the United States Congress bestowed upon George Washington the 
title of “General of the Army of the United States”. This is the nations highest military honor.

SAR Chapter Scouting Program needs you! We have the funds to support our scouting program. 
Even if you weren’t a scout in your youth, you can understand the importance of this program. 
Join in and assist Kris Krueger to build our Scout Merit Badge and Eagle Scout Scholarship 
Program.

Happy 35th Anniversary William Hightower Chapter TX SAR! 1984 to 2019

Come help us celebrate on March 14th!

Need a Uniform or Period Clothing? Come to the TX SAR Conf. 5-7 Apr. in Austin Vendors there.
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List of Vendors for Uniforms and Equipment 

Clothing 
C & D Jarnagin  http://www.jarnaginco.com/ 
G. Gedney Godwin  http://gggodwin.com/ 
James Townsend  http://jas-townsend.com/ or www.townsends.us 
Smoke & Fire   http://www.smoke-fire.com/Default.htm 
Smiling Fox Forge  http://www.smilingfoxforgellc.com/index.asp 
American Heritage Clothing http://www.colonialuniforms.com/ 
Quartermaster General http://www.thequartermastergeneral.com/ 
Village Green Clothier http://villagegreenclothier.com/welcome.html 
Cooperstown Trading Post http://cooperstowntradingpost.com/ 
Thread Bare Stitchery  http://threadbarestitchery.com/ 
Crazy Cow Trading Co. http://www.crazycrow.com/onlinestore 
Avalon Forge   http://home.comcast.net/~avalonforge/
index.html 
C&C Sutlery   http://www.ccsutlery.com/store/ccsutlery.html 
Mill Creek Mercantile  http://www.milkcreek.com/shop/ 
Colonial Williamsburg https://www.williamsburgmarketplace.com/ 

Patterns 
Harper House   http://www.longago.com/ 
J. P. Ryan   http://jpryan.com/ 
Rocking Horse Farm  http://rockinghorse-farm.com/?mainURL=/store/
category/8n20/Colonial.html 
Old Time Patterns  http://www.oldtimepatterns.com/PP041.html 
Burnley & Trowbridge http://www.burnleyandtrowbridge.com/
index.aspx 

Fabric 
Carolina Calicoes  http://www.carolinacalicoes.com/ 
Trim Fabric   http://www.trimfabric.com/index.html 
Wm. Booth Draper  http://www.wmboothdraper.com/ 

Fur Hat 
F & T Fur Trading Post http://www.fntpost.com/index.php?page=62 

Buttons and other things 
Roy and Debra Najecki http://www.najecki.com/repro/reproindex.html 

Weapons 
Veteran Arms   http://www.veteranarms.com/
ReproductionMuzzleloadersandFlintlocks/Veteran-Arms-LLC.html 
Middlesex Village Trading http://www.middlesexvillagetrading.com/ 
Guns and Swords  http://www.gunsandswords.com/ 
The Possible Shop  http://possibleshop.com/rifle-kit.html 
Cash Manufacturing Co. http://www.tdcmfg.com/about.php 
Cherry’s   http://www.cherrys.com/ped_prep.htm 
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