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PRESIDENT’S NOTES 

 
President’s Notes:  When was the first submarine used in military action and what was its name? 

The date was September 7, 1776 when David Bushnell of Connecticut launched his submarine 

called the “Turtle” into New York Harbor to blow up a British war ship anchored there, David 

was born in Saybrook, now Westbrook, in 1740 to a farming family, the oldest of five children. 

His father died when David was 26 and his mother remarried leaving the farm to the boys. David 

sold his portion and used the money to enter Yale in 1771. Although he studied many subjects 

from Religion to Math, he developed an interest in gunpowder. He experimented in methods of 

allowing it to explode under water. Once achieved, he needed a method to convey the bomb to its 

target, undetected, thus the Turtle. When the Battle of Lexington and Concord happened in April 

of 1775, it created such excitement that the school was closed so David went home to work on his 

underwater conveyance. Basically, a wooden barrel with ballast would be propelled by a hand-

cranked screw. It would travel on the surface until near the target and submerge using valves to 

allow water into the barrel. The hatch would be closed allowing limited time under water. The 

Turtle needed to navigate to and under the target ship. He could screw an almost three-foot long 

bomb to the wooden hull looking through a window in the top of the sub. Working with clock 

makers, they designed a device that would start a clock upon release allowing the sub enough 

time to escape before a flintlock mechanism would strike a plate and set off the gunpowder. His 

brother, Ezra, chickened out as pilot so they trained another volunteer, Ezra Lee. The target was 

the Eagle, Howe’s flagship, but the tide was strong and the bomb wouldn’t attach. It was getting 

light so Ezra aborted the mission. Almost caught, he released the bomb and scared them off and 

saved the sub. Thomas Jefferson released the secret in a lecture in 1798. 

  

The Fall session of the William Hightower Chapter is off to a fast start. We held an executive 

board meeting in Aug. to help get the fall session organized. The Sept. meeting came and went in 

the wink of an eye. If you missed it, you missed a great meeting. We started by awarding 

Compatriot Delashmutt his 30 year pin, then awarded Stan Trull his Military Service and War 

Service medals. We then inducted three new members, Compatriots Gunter, Allen, and Lanning 

into the chapter. If you think that was great, come next month and help us to induct four new 

members. We finished the evening hearing from the “History Book Man” Sandy Clauss. He 

enlightened us with the “Original Intent” of the “Separation of Church and State”. 

 

During the summer, I had the honor of addressing a Friday Rotary Club luncheon in San Marcos, 

in June, the Patrick Henry Chapter, in Austin, in July (they meet all year long), and the Grand 

Opening of the San Marcos Family Research Center, in Aug. We managed to glean a few 

applications from those events. It is always good to carry a tri-fold application with you and ask 

your contact to fill it out if they think that they have a relative that was involved in the 

Revolution. 

 



We did not get to distribute flags on Vet’s graves in the Spring so work on it for Veteran’s Day in 

November. Call your county clerk or VFW/American Legion post and see how many grave sites 

that you can locate. Michael J. Radcliff, our State President, will be with us at our October 

meeting. Join us and say hello. The Fall BOM will be held in Austin, in October. Come see what 

goes on. The Color Guard is up and involved. We have participated in two events in September. 

Get a uniform and get involved. Do your part and get active, by email, on your committee. Plan to 

join us at the October meeting. Work on your bio and that of your Patriots now. Be an active 

member, wherever you are. We need you. 

 

Stu Hoyt, Pres. WH#35, TXSSAR, NBSAR.net 

 

 

The Chapter continues adding new members.  After the 7 p.m.  “Call to Order” by 

President Stu Hoyt, the Invocation by Chaplain Jerry Bullock and the Pledges to The 

Flags, President Hoyt introduced the evening speaker, Sandy Clauss, and potential 

chapter members.  Mr. Clauss collects original copies of antique books. Three associates 

in attendance, who will be inducted shortly, were Kris Kreuger and brothers, Don and 

Tom Richey.  A forth inductee is Tom Richey, Jr., who does not live in Texas. The three 

inductees at the September meeting were Ed Gunter, who waited for his processing for 

two years, Don Allen, and Jim Lanning.  Also introduced were CAR member, Leah 

Salazar, her mother, Billie who is the local DAR Treasurer, and her father, Associate 

David Salazar.  The “Enhanced ROTC Cadet” had been scheduled but was cancelled due 

to complications. 

 

The first presentation of the 

evening was to one of the 

founding members of the 

Chapter, Compatriot Everett 

Delashmutt. As a WWII 

veteran, he was recently selected 

by the Honor Flight Network to 

be one of a group of veterans 

chosen to fly to and tour 

Washington DC.  He shared 

stories about the tour and 

chatting with  a very interesting 

90 year old nurse. Hopefully he 

will be persuaded at some point 

to present a short program on 

his tour.  Everett is 96 years 

young.  He is seen here 

accepting his Membership 

Award for 30 years of service 

with the Sons of the American Revolution. 

 

 



President Hoyt, Registrar Mike Pryor, and Compatriot Pat Hollis formed the presentation 

committee for The Induction Ceremony.  Compatriot Hollis acted as Historian. 

 

Pictured below are the three inductees taking the oath as President Hoyt presented it.  

Following the oath the inductees were given their rosettes by Compatriot Hollis.  

 

 
 

 

Compatriot Ed Gunter 

accepted his Membership 

Certificate achieved 

through his patriot ancestor, 

Antoine Patin, who fought 

with Bernardo Galvez. 

Compatriot Patrick 

presented the certificate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

     Compatriot Don Allen accepted his 

Membership Certificate achieved through his  

patriot ancestor, Leonard Barberick.  Presenting 

was Registrar Mike Pryor. 

 

 

 
 

 

Compatriot Jim Lanning accepted his Membership Certificate achieved through his 

patriot ancestor, John Lanning, presented by President Stu Hoyt. 

 

After the induction, all participants gathered for a group picture: 

 

 



 

Compatriot Stan Trull came forward to accept three honors presented by President Stu 

Hoyt.  In the first picture below he is receiving the Military Service Medal, in the second 

the War Service Medal, and in the third the Viet Nam Certificate. 

 

   
 

 

 

Assisting President Hoyt with the third 

presentation is Secretary Ed Blauvelt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the Old and New Business portions of the meeting had concluded, President Hoyt 

introduced the Guest Speaker for the evening, historian Carl “Sandy” Clauss, from Kyle, 



TX.  He is an avid collector of historical materials and 

has a significant collection of books from as early as 

the 18
th

 century.  He showed editions from 1809, 1811 

and 1824.  A 4th book from 1772, belonged to Abigale 

Adams’ favorite uncle 

 

For many years he was an assistant football coach at 

Hays HS and a teacher and coach at Barton Jr. High in 

the HCISD.  Now, in his retirement, he has formed the 

America’s Christian Foundation.  Mr. Clauss’ topic 

was the separation of church and state for which he 

used the original copies of his antique books as 

references to accompany his power point presentation. 

 

 

 

 

  
 

He presented a wealth of information, so many facts, such as the unprecedented 

Separation of Church and State ruling by the 1947 Supreme Court that changed our 

country forever.  Several people formed the stepping stones leading up to their decision 

among whom was Richard Hooker (1554-1600), an Anglican Priest, who coined the 

phrase, “separation of church and state.”  Then in 1715, the Reverend John Wise 

appeared followed by Fischer Ames, John Q. Adams and Chief Justice Charles Evan 

Hughes among others.  Mr. Clauss exhibited a book called “Christianity and American 

Commonwealth” written by Charles Galloway and also mentioned his 1808 copy of 

George Washington’s “Farewell Address.”  Several attendees are looking forward to the 

next topic he hopes to present at as a future program, the Abraham Lincoln of New 

Jersey, Abraham Clark. 

 



President Hoyt concluded the meeting after the Benediction at 8:30 p.m.   

 

The next meeting is 13 October 2016 at Granzin’s. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

On Thursday, September 15
th

, members of the Ft. Worth, Georgetown, Austin, and San 

Antonio chapters of the Sons of the American Revolution along with our friends in the 

Society of Former Special Agents of the FBI dedicated a luncheon to honor the members 

who are Vietnam Veterans.  The event was hosted by the Patrick Henry Chapter in 

Austin.  The William Hightower Chapter Color Guard presented the colors.  The Unit 

was composed of Compatriots Mike Pryor, Lou Colantoni, Stu Hoyt, Don Chandler and 

John Booth.  One pictures shows all members of the luncheon Color Guards. Compatriots 

Stu Hoyt and John Booth also received awards.  The awards were presented by Patrick 

Henry’s incoming Chapter President, Jim Clements.  Beside those mentioned above, 

Wayne Courreges, in buckskin, is the current President of the Patrick Henry Chapter 

shown in the following pictures: 

 

   
 

  
 

 



 

 

 

   
 

Group picture of all of the awardees: 

 

 
 

 

Later in the evening, on the same day, the William Hightower Color Guard presented the 

colors at the Constitution Day ceremony held at the Seekatz Opera House in New 

Braunfels. The picture of President Hoyt on stage is of him giving a short presentation on 

the background of the SAR and the qualifications required for membership.   



 
 

  
 

 Please consider purchasing an SAR uniform and 

becoming a member of this distinguished group of men 

who form the Color Guard. 

 

"The Constitution is not an instrument for the 

government to restrain the people, it is an 

instrument for the people to restrain the 

government, least it come to dominate our lives and 

interests." 

Patrick Henry 

1736-1799 
 

 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/nbtxsar   

Website: http://www.nbsar.net  
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