
                
Minutes of the Meeting 

10 March 2016 
William Hightower Sons of the American Revolution 

 
 

President Stuart Hoyt called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM and 
welcomed the guests that we had for the evening. 
 
Invocation was provided by Chaplain Jerry Bullock. 
 
Pledges to the U. S., Texas, and SAR flags were given. 
 
Program:  Our scheduled program included presentations of awards for 
chapter members’ services and achievements. 
 
Old Business: The Minutes for the February 2016 meeting were 
approved by a vote.  Treasurer, Terry Hardeman stated that there were 
no changes to the chapter funds.  Historian Travis Tate requested that 
any information on the Chapter be given to inclusion in the chapter’s 
history reserve.  ROTC Chairman, Lou Segaloff requested volunteers to 
assist with nine (9) local high schools (Jr ROTC) and two (2) college 
(ROTC) Texas Army and Air Force units.  He currently has 3 volunteers.  
Scholarship Committee Chairman, President Hoyt stated the Chapter 
has received two (2) application submissions.  Registrar Patrick Hollis 
gave the status of current applications and stated that there were five 
(5) new associate members attending the meeting. These members 
were Don Allen, James Lanning, Tom Jones, Kris Kruger; the fifth 
member in attendance was the Mayor of Schertz his honorable Mike 
Carpenter.  Finally, the Nominations Committee was still lacking 
volunteers to fill two (2) committee positions (Treasurer and Historian).  
 
New Business: The 2016-2017 officers were recognized: President 
Stuart Hoyt, Vice President Steven Polk, Secretary Edward Blauvelt, 
Treasurer Terry Hardeman, and Historian Travis Tate.  A request was 
presented for Project Graduation funds.  The Executive Board meeting 
created the 2016-2017 budget, which is currently $800 over budget.  



ROTC Medals were paid for by the State, so the Chapter does not have to 
cover the cost this year.  President Hoyt, further suggested the 
formation of a Fund Raising Committee to develop personal and private 
donations programs to offset budget shortfalls.  President Hoyt 
requested a motion to approve the budget, Mr. Hollis so moved and Mr. 
Louis Segaloff seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous for 
approval. President Hoyt reminded the membership that it was each 
compatriot’s responsibility to encourage membership by recruiting new 
potential members.  Tri-fold brochures are available to give to potential 
members. It is important to submit your Patriot’s bio to our web site 
and to the National site.  The Committee Roster is being prepared for 
the 2016/17 season. We are in need of chairmen for each of the 
following committees, Eagle Scouts, Essay, and Publicity.  The largest 
George Washington birthday event was held in Laredo, TX with 
President Hoyt in attendance.  Member’s recognition for the military 
requires a copy of their DD Form 214 to the Chapter Secretary.  
President Hoyt asked that every member return a copy of their 
application to be kept in the Chapter’s member’s file.  The DAR is 
assisting in finding new members for the SAR.  President Hoyt once 
again asked help with finding 200 service member grave sites in each 
member’s local area so the Chapter may place small American flags at 
the graves on Veterans Day.  President Hoyt presented his goals for 
2016-2017, which included: 10 new members, 200 flags for veterans’ 
graves, enhanced Speakers Bureau, promotion of historical articles to 
the Herald-Zietung newspaper, History Teacher of the Year applicant, 
Recognized members for their service and accomplishments, and as a 
Chapter attend three (3) major activities, the FolkFest in New Braunfels, 
the New Braunfels Fourth of July Parade and the George Washington 
Proclamation Ceremony at the different municipal facilities each Feb. 
There actually is a fourth.  As a contingency, a fourth option is the New 

Braunfels Mayor's Prayer Breakfast in May.  President Hoyt stated the 
April Chapter meeting will include information on the Scholarship 
winner, Parade of Heroes in Gatesville, TX on 9 April 2016 and the Texas 
Society Convention at the end of March in Plano, Texas.  Mary Colantoni 
presented information about the Legacy Family Tree webinar (in 
conjunction with Fold3) on the pension records of the War of 1812 
service members that may include witness information from 
Revolutionary War veterans verifying or validating member service.  

Clifford Caskey reported that Texas veterans and their spouses are 



authorized plots at one of the four state cemeteries: Mission, Killeen, 
Abilene, or Corpus Christi.  The Webmaster, Michael Pryor, stated he 
had no comment. President Hoyt wore a colonial period outfit that 
stems back to the French and Indian War and explained the clothing his 
Patriot ancestors, who fought at Bunker Hill, wore their "farming 
clothing" when in combat prior to the Continental Army establishment 
any form of uniform. His attire was typical of the clothing of that time 
with a shorter vest, than that worn during the French and Indian War 
period. The vest worn reds, browns, orange and green that would have 
blended into the fall woods.   
 
Presentation: President Hoyt and the Chapter presented the following 
medals and certificates: 
 -Chapter Medal of Distinguished Service  

– Patrick Hollis 

 -Chapter Meritorious Service Medal  
– Terry Hardeman 

-Meritorious Service Medal Oak Leaf Cluster  
– Patrick Hollis,  
– Louis P. Colantoni 
– Jerry M. Bullock 
– Clifford L. Caskey 
– Travis Tate 

 -Martha Washington Medal  
– Mary Colantoni 

 -Lydia Darragh Medal  
– Milynn Tate 

-Bronze Children of the American Revolution, SAR Medal of Appreciation  
– Clifford L. Caskey 

 -Certificate of Appreciation 
  – Steven Polk  

-Member of the Vietnam War Veteran Corps – Vietnam War Service Medal 
Bar 
 – Stuart Hoyt 

 

Next Meeting is scheduled for the evening of 14 April 2016 at the same 
venue. 
 
Benediction was given by Chaplain Jerry Bullock 
 
Recessional was led by President Stuart Hoyt 



 
Adjournment was at 8:10 PM 
Members Present, 16 
Guests Present, 10 
Total Attendance, 26 


