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PRESIDENT’S NOTES 

 
There were two men that had no military training before the American Revolution first started 

and built their military careers with George Washington. These two men met Washington when 

he joined the Continental forces surrounding Boston and they were with General Washington 

when he made his final speech to his officers in that tavern in New York City. They were not 

generals when they started but they were commanding generals when the time came and George 

Washington relied on their farsighted view to keep his army going in the most adverse conditions. 

Henry Knox was nine years old when his father walked out on the family and he was placed in a 

bookstore to earn money to feed the family. Nathanael Greene was one of nine children born to a 

Quaker family in Rhode Island. Nathanael helped run the family foundry. In 1774, he helped 

organize a militia unit against the Society of Friends preaching. When the hostilities broke out 

against the British, he was made a Brigadier General in spite of his stiff knee. He was appointed 

to Washington’s staff in Boston. Nicolas Bowes took Henry Knox under his wing and used the 

library at the bookstore to continue Henry’s education. At the age of eighteen, Henry joined a 

local artillery unit. He was so intrigued that he read everything he could on artillery and 

projectiles. He developed an expertise engineering emplacements for the big guns. Washington 

recognized that when he inspected the emplacements around Boston. When they needed cannons, 

Knox devised a plan to drag them through the snow from Ft. Ticonderoga, which won him a 

commission as a colonel. He became Washington’s right-hand artilleryman. Greene was asked to 

take over the failing quartermaster position in the winter of 77-78. He turned it around and made 

it work. Later he was asked to command the Southern Campaign, which led to the battle of 

Yorktown, sealing the war in their favor. This information is just the tip of the iceberg when it 

comes to the things that these two men did to support and advise George Washington.  

 

If I thought that April was busy, May was even busier. Of course it started with the first of the 

ROTC Presentations at the last of the month and filtered into the first two weeks of May. We had 

a great meeting on the 12th presenting the Good Citizenship medals to the top four Scholarship 

applicants and a scholarship to the top recipient. Four compatriots received longevity pins for 

their dedication to SAR and we finally were able to induct Evan Blauvelt into the chapter. I had 

committed to attend the James Jack DAR installation as the wife of one of our compatriots was 

being installed as Regent but she had to withdraw due to health reasons so I was there to witness 

Patty Grones and her Officers accept the reign as Regent of the James Jack Chapter.                                         

 

Joe Cox called and asked if I would stand in for him as the SAR representative to the Thomas 

Moore DAR Genealogy Seminar at the San Marcos Library on the 21
st
. It was a great turnout. We 

have two potential applicants from that meeting. Jerry Bullock asked me to speak at the noon 

luncheon of the Rotary in San Marcos on Friday the 27
th
. It was a good turnout and I was able to 

pass out a few of our brochures.  Remember to carry some brochures with you to give to 

perspective members. 



 

One of our goals was to distribute flags to veteran’s graves on Memorial and Veterans Days. I 

had the opportunity to join the Patrick Henry Chapter of Austin at their celebration at the Texas 

State Cemetery in Austin.  Next up is our 4
th
 of July Parade. Plan to join our float at the NB 

Parade. If you don’t have a uniform, come in Red, White, and Blue. The Committee Lists are out. 

Do your part and get active, by email, on your committee. Plan to join us at the Sept. meeting. 

Work on your bio and your Patriots this summer. Be an active member, wherever you are. We 

need you. 

 

Stu Hoyt, Pres. WH#35, TXSSAR, NBSAR.net 

 

 

This last meeting before the summer break was devoted to the presentation of the Bronze 

Good Citizenship Medals for which the Chapter had chosen four recipients.  The time 

span of service covered from August 2012 to May 2016.  Due to conflicts only two 

students were awarded at the meeting, one of those being represented by her father.  The 

students maintained 3.99 to 4.0 GPA while enduring grueling academic schedules in 

addition to their community service. 

 

Maike Lynn Morrison, a senior at Canyon High 

School, will graduate first in her class of almost 

500. She served her community by working with 

Special Needs Buddies at her church, 

volunteering as a sailing instructor, participating 

in a missionary trip, designing and developing 

her own student tutoring business, serving as a 

lifeguard during the summers at Schlitterbahn 

Waterpark and still finding time and talent to be 

chosen as the clarinetist for the San Antonio 

Youth Wind Ensemble.  Since she had to be in 

San Antonio for a final practice session with the 

Ensemble, her father accepted the Good 

Citizenship Award on her behalf from President 

Stuart Hoyt. 

 

 

Madison Gish attends San Marcos High School 

and will graduate first in her class of slightly 

more than 400 students.  She served her 

community by working with Youth Groups and 

Bible Studies at her church, being an 

Ambassador for the Girl Scouts of America, 

working as a dance instructor at the San Marcos 

Dance Studio and babysitting in her spare time.  

She is a College Board AP Scholar with honors.  

Her unselfish devotion to achieving her goal 



while giving back to her school and community warrants recognition by this award.  

 

 

Matthew Curbow also is a College Board AP Scholar with honors and attends San 

Marcos High School.  He will graduate third in his class.  In addition to many school and 

golf awards, he is recognized for his participation in the Junior State of America, the 

American Legion Auxiliary Boys State, and the Southern Texas PGA Junior Tour.  He 

also is the two-time San Marcos Junior City Golf Champion. 

 

Sarah Mock will graduate fourth in her class at San Marcos High School.  In addition to 

many school and soccer awards, she is recognized for her community service working as 

a volunteer at the library, as a soccer referee at Youth Soccer, and also as an Ambassador 

for the Girl Scouts of America.  In her spare time she also works as a server at the Marble 

Slab Creamery. 

 

President Hoyt was assisted in the 

presentations by Secretary Ed Blauvelt 

who read the full biographies of each 

student. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After releasing the Good Citizenship Medal 

recipients from the meeting, President Hoyt called 

several compatriots forward to receive special 

awards.  

 The first to be called was Compatriot Dick Robinett 

who was awarded a Thirty Year Membership 

Award.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lt. Gen. Steve Polk received his Twenty Year 

Membership Award. (Right) 



 

 

President Hoyt received his Five Year Membership Award from Secretary Blauvelt. 

(Below) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Compatriot Louis Smith received his Five Year Membership Award in absentia. 

 

The Chapter 

was honored to 

welcome as its 

special guest 

the new Vice 

President of 

TXSSAR 

District III, 

Compatriot 

James Barkley, 

who hails from 

the Kerrville 

Chapter.  He 

was so 

impressed with 

our Chapter, 

praised its many accomplishments and promised the members that he would raise our 

profile through his reports. 

 

President Hoyt next recognized the CAR 

President, Billie Salazar, CAR member and 

also her daughter, Leah, and her husband, 

David, who is applying for SAR 

membership. 

 



Compatriot Cliff Caskey announced that his float for the 4
th

 of July Parade needs a little 

paint to make it presentable.  It will still be parked at the Elks Club and work can be done 

a week ahead of the parade. At least four compatriots in uniform are needed march ahead 

of the float and carry flags. 

 

Information will be forthcoming in the weeks ahead about the arrangements for the Battle 

of Medina (August).  One member of the American Revolution, Peter Sykes (sic), died in 

that battle.  

 

President Hoyt announced that The Newsletter will contain occasional articles of interest 

by Mary Colantoni on Genealogy and by Compatriot Cliff Caskey on Veteran’s Graves.   

 
“There are 10 ways to Personally Engage with the American Revolution listed 
on the National website. Number 5 says ‘Learn of a gravesite of a Revolutionary 
WAR hero/ clear the marker and place a flag on/at the site on Memorial Day.’ 
 
To the members of the William Hightower chapter, we should also consider our 
deceased members who were veterans. Let us locate their graves and place flags 
on their graves for Memorial Day. To do this job we do need a list of our 
deceased members and make a search to see if they were veterans, locate their 
families. We need every member to check the cemeteries in their community. The 
committee needs your help this is a job for every member.”—Cliff Caskey 
 
 

 
A “Welcome Handbook” (left) has been compiled and 

commercially bound. It contains the Chapter Constitution 

and By-Laws in addition to a wealth of other information 

and will be presented to each new member at his induction.   

 

The first recipient of the handbook was Compatriot Evan 

Blauvelt who received his Membership Certificate during 

the evening.  President Hoyt was assisted with the induction 

by Compatriots Hollis and Polk (not pictured).  

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

In 1780, Compatriot Blauvelt’s patriot ancestor, Fredericus (Frederick) Blauvelt, joined 

Col. Matthias Ogden’s New Jersey 1
st
 Reg. in Captain Mitchel’s Co., Continental Line of 

the Reg. Army at the age of 16.  From 1781-1783, he joined Col. Ann Hawk Hay’s Reg., 

Orange Cty militia, 2
nd

 Reg., stationed in New York.  During the Revolutionary War, 83 

Blauvelts and 23 sons of Blauvelt women served.  Discharged in 1783, Frederick joined 

the militia from New Jersey as a Sergeant during the Whiskey Rebellion.  

   

 

***************************Special Events***************************** 

 

 

ROTC………………………………………. 

 

Compatriot Lou Segaloff distributed the awards and certificates to the assigned 

presenters, covering both senior units at Texas State University and the eleven JROTC 

units at the High Schools. He added Steele High School in Cibolo this year. Compatriot 

Jerry Bullock delivered the medal to San Marcos Academy in advance of the ceremony 

and was unable to participate on the appointed day due to a severe respiratory infection.  

Compatriot Lou Colantoni presented at New Braunfels High School and Compatriot Joe 

Cox presented at San Marcos High School. His recipient was Cadet Megan Simmons, 

however, she left early due to illness so he presented to the NCO who represented her. 

 

We missed the TX State Army ROTC ceremony which was held at the Embassy Suites. 

They later held an informal ceremony behind their building on Campus. The Army 

recipient of this year’s award was Thomas Jordan. President Hoyt had a conflict and 

could not attend and there was no volunteer to present.  He did, however, deliver the 

medal and certificate to the school ahead of the ceremony. 

 

 

 



 
 
President Hoyt attended the awards banquet for the TX State AFROTC detachment at the 

Embassy Suites where he presented the SAR ROTC Silver Medal and Certificate to 

Whitney Abshier.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
President Hoyt presented the JROTC Medal 

to Cadet Nicholas Reyes at Lockhart High 

School. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 
President Hoyt also attended the Hays High School 

JROTC (Marines) and Lehman High School JROTC 

(Navy). 

 

The Hays awardee was Ryan Phillips (above) and the 

Lehman awardee was Rafael Subrian (right). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Included here is a picture of Lehman cadet, Keira Merrit, 

who was our last year’s enhanced runner up. She is a 

senior now and off to Texas A&M, this fall. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

DAR INSTALLATION………………………………... 

 

 

On May 9
th

, President 

Hoyt attended the James 

Jack Chapter of the DAR's 

installation of new 

officers.  

  

 

Pictured at right (l to r): 

Recording Secretary, Jo 

Conchado; Vice 

Regent,Tracy Owens; Past 

Regent, Jane Carlton; 

Regent, Patty Grones; 

Chaplain/Historian, Janis 

Shanahan; and, Treasurer, 

Billie Salazar 

 

 

 

 

Pictured below (l to r) are: Tracy Owens, Vicki Dowling, Jeanine Watrous, Stu Hoyt, 

Patty Grones, Jo Conchado, Zia Lowe, Janis Shanahan, Billie Salazar 

 

 
 



GENEALOGY SEMINAR………………………………... 

 

 

On May 21
st
, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., the Thomas 

Moore Chapter of the DAR in San Marcos held a 

genealogy seminar.  It was held at the San Marcos 

Public Library.  Pictured (right) are Lynda 

Dawson, Regent, President Hoyt, and Compatriot 

Joe Cox.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROTARY CLUB …………………………………………. 

 

On May 27
th

, President Hoyt was the guest speaker at 

The Rotary Club of Greater San Marcos.  He was invited 

by the Rotarian of the Week, our very own Compatriot 

Jerry Bullock who is the club’s oldest member! Pictured 

here are Jerry Bullock, Stu Hoyt and possible SAR 

candidate, Scott Yarbrough.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEXAS STATE CEMETERY MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE………… 

 

 

President Hoyt attended the May 30th Memorial Day Service at the State Cemetery in 

Austin.  The service was held at the gravesides of Lt. Rankin and Sgt. Williams and was 

sponsored by Thankful Hubbard Chapter, NSDAR and Patrick Henry Chapter, TXSSAR. 



President Hoyt bows his head (left) as the prayer is given; 

(below) the TXSSAR Color Guard fires a salute.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This service was first begun in 1981.  

Lieutenant Colonel (Retired) Alanna 

Cook, was the featured speaker. She 

graduated from West Point with 

honors and is the first female 

keynote speaker in the 35 year 

history of this Memorial Day 

Service. She is pictured here with 

her parents.   

 

 

Here are more pictures taken at the 

ceremony: 

 

 

                 
 

 

           Flags & Arms                                                Color Guard 2016 



 

        
 

 

Part of the service was reading the names of Veterans followed by the ringing of a bell 

and a three volley rifle salute pictured above. 

 
Next up is our 4

th
 of July Parade in New Braunfels. Plan to help decorate the float a week ahead 

of the parade and/or join our float, walk or ride. If you don’t have a uniform, come in Red, White, 

and Blue.   

 

Have a wonderful summer, be thinking of a name for the Newsletter, and we look forward to 

resuming regular meetings in September. 

  

Since the Chapter does not meet during the summer months, the next meeting will 

be held at Granzin’s on Thursday, Sept. 8th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/nbtxsar   Website: http://www.nbsar.net  

 

https://www.facebook.com/nbtxsar
http://www.nbsar.net/

