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PRESIDENT’S NOTES 

 

The summer in the South became very interesting in the year 1781. The summer 

previous, the Hero of Saratoga , Horatio Gates, fell on his sword or almost off his horse, 

and he raced from the disaster of Camden, SC. A least likely candidate, Nathaniel Green, 

was sent by George Washington to pick up the pieces. When Sir Henry Clinton left Lord 

Cornwallis in charge of the Southern Campaign, he took the majority of his force back to 

New York with him. One item he left in Cornwallis’ favor was Banastre Tarleton and his 

Light Calvary. When let loose, Tarleton was like a mad dog that would not let loose of 

the scent until he tore his victim apart. To the Partisans, he developed the name “Bloody” 

Tarleton. 

General Green was given the responsibility to keep the British at bay. With his limited 

force, he made the tactical decision to divide his small army and send Daniel Morgan 

south to harass the British and their ring of forts.  Tarleton was given the assignment to 

find and destroy Morgan’s army. As it turned out the gods were in Morgan’s favor and 

Tarleton took a licking at Cowpens. Now the race was on to rejoin Morgan’s army to 

Gen. Green’s before Lord Cornwallis cut him off. Again, favor looked on Morgan as he 

outmaneuvered Cornwallis to get back to Virginia. From there it was a case of catching 

the British off guard. It seems that every encounter that Green had with Cornwallis he 

lost the battle but the engagement was so costly for the British that they eventually gave 

up the terrain. Cornwallis disobeyed orders and collected all his outlying forces and 

retreated to Yorktown. Washington received word that the French Fleet had sailed from 

the West Indies towards the Chesapeake.  He rushed his army south to surround 

Yorktown. Poor communication forced the British Fleet to meet in New York before 

sailing south. This allowed the French Fleet to block the Bay and prevent the British 

Navy from entering it to rescue Lord Cornwallis. The rest is history. The date was Oct. 

19, 1781. 

  

Fall is upon us and although the weather is still warm, it is much cooler for Texans. The 

Fall BOM, for TXSSAR, was held in Austin this year, so we took advantage of the close 

proximity of its time and date. We invited Michael J. Radcliff, our state President to visit 

us for our October meeting, accompanied by his wife Carol. He shared his goals for SAR 

and a short story on how our National Anthem, “The Star-Spangled Banner,” almost 

didn’t happen. It seems that Francis Scott Key and John Stuart Skinner were sent by 

President Monroe to negotiate a prisoner exchange with the British, namely one Dr. Wm. 

Beanes. They were detained over night because they overheard the plans to attack 



Baltimore. Thus they were in the harbor that next morning as the sun rose on the fifteen 

star flag over Ft. William McHenry. 

 

We still need your help to acquire the location of Veterans graves in your area to post 

flags on Veterans Day. Call your town clerk, American Legion or VFW to see if they can 

help. We will honor our Public Servants at our November meeting. Please come and 

show your support for these dedicated men and women. Last year they enjoyed having 

their picture taken with those of us in uniform so please wear yours. 

 

We don’t have an event scheduled for our Color Guard this Veterans Day so if you have 

a parade or function in your area, please let us know. We also want to honor those who 

display our flag properly. Do you know someone in your area? We plan to perform a 

ceremony with the San Marcos Civil Air Patrol at their flag raising. The date is not yet 

set. I have invited a special guest to speak at our December meeting. His name is 

Abraham Clarke, who signed the Declaration of Independence.  I would also like to have 

an Executive Board meeting on an early Sat. in December. Be prepared to discuss the 

first quarter of 2017 and the 2017 officers and board. 

 

Stu Hoyt, Pres. WH#35, TXSSAR, NBSAR.net 

 

 

This month the Chapter was honored with a visit by TXSSAR President Michael J. 

Radcliff and his wife, Carol.  He addressed the Chapter on the topic of the National 

Anthem and why we almost did not have one.  He also listed his goals as state president 

which can be accessed at: http://www.txssar.org/radcliff.htm  He is a delightful man who 

believes in short speeches and genuine goals.  At the end of his presentation, Chapter 

President, Stu Hoyt, presented him with a Certificate of Appreciation. 

 

   
 

http://www.txssar.org/radcliff.htm


 

The Chapter was proud to induct three members of the Richey family, brothers Don and 

Tom and son, Tom, Jr.  Because Tom, Jr., lives in Nebraska, his mother, Theresa, stood 

in for him.  Acting as Historian was Jerry Bullock and acting as Registrar was Patrick 

Hollis. 

 

 

 

 Jerry Bullock 

reads the 

SAR history 

to the 

inductees 

while 

President 

Hoyt stands 

by. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 President Hoyt administers the oath to Don Richey, Tom Richey, and Theresa Richey 

who is standing in for her son, Tom Richey, Jr. 

 



 Jerry Bullock, Stu 

Hoyt, and Patrick 

Hollis present the 

rosettes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The new members 

received their 

Certificates of 

Membership. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Compatriot Kris Krueger was scheduled for induction but his paperwork had not yet 

arrived.   

 

For the second time President Hoyt had scheduled the award for the Enhanced ROTC 

cadet of 2016 but again the cadet was unable to attend. 

 

The Chapter was reminded that the highlight of the November meeting will be the 2016 

Public Service Awards ceremony led by Committee Chairman, Lou Colantoni.  Awards 

will be presented to the Firefighter of the year, Paramedic of the year, Law Enforcement 

Officer of the year, and Hero of the year.  

 

The program for the December meeting will be presented by a surprise guest who signed 

the Declaration of Independence.  Hummmmm …  

 



The Fall BOM is this weekend in Austin, 14-16, Oct., at the Holiday Inn Midtown.  

Members were encouraged to attend.  President Hoyt and TXSSAR President Radcliff 

will be attending. 

 

Shortly after having 

attended the BOM, the 

following pictures of 

President Hoyt with 

other attendees, 

including guest 

speaker, Donna 

Campbell, were 

submitted for 

presentation in this 

newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

The Chapter was saddened to learn of the passing of 

Compatriot William “Bill” Tart.  He had been 

unable to attend Chapter meetings for the last few 

years due to his health.  He was 88 years of age 

having been born Oct. 7, 1928 in Smithville, NC.  

He died on Tuesday, Oct. 11
th

.  Funeral services will 

be held on Saturday, October 15
th

, at Zoeller Funeral 

Home with interment at Guadalupe Valley Memorial 

Park. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We still want Bio's, Bio's, Bio's, both personal and Patriot. Send them to Secretary 

Blauvelt and copy them to  President Hoyt. 

 

If you would like to participate on a special committee send your desires to Secretary 

Blauvelt and copy to President Hoyt. 

 

Color Guard Events:  

 

1 Nov 6:00P Muster & flag raising at the San Marcos Civil Air Patrol, SM Airport, 

Commemorative AF Hanger. Flag Ceremony Award to the David Lee "Tex" Hill 

Composite Squadron.  

11 Nov Veterans Day Parade (Patrick Henry Chapter) muster 8AM at Congress Ave 

Bridge. 

18 Feb George Washington Parade, Laredo, TX muster at Ramada Inn 6:30A for Int'l 

Bridge, 9:00A for parade.  (Must submit a release form to Tom Green) 

 

Next Meeting: November 10
th

, Granzin’s Bar-B-Q, 6 p.m. supper/7p.m. meeting 

 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/nbtxsar   Website: http://www.nbsar.net  
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