
 

 
 

Agenda  
William Hightower #35 TXSSAR 

8 Sep 2016 
 
President: Stuart G. Hoyt    Treasurer: Stan Trull 
Vice President: Steven R. Polk, LG   Registrar: Michael Pryor 
Secretary: Ed Blauvelt    Chaplain: Jerry M. Bullock 
   Parliamentarian: Clifford L. Caskey 
 
 
Thursday, 8 Sep. 2016, regular meeting at the Granzin’s Bar-B-Q, 660 West San 
Antonio Street, New Braunfels, TX 78130. 
 
When was the first submarine used in military action and what was its name? The date was 
September 7, 1776 when David Bushnell of Connecticut launched his submarine called the “Turtle” 
into New York Harbor to blow up a British war ship anchored there, David was born in Saybrook, 
now Westbrook, in 1740 to a farming family, the oldest of five children. His father died when David 
was 26 and his mother remarried leaving the farm to the boys. David sold his portion and used the 
money to enter Yale in 1771. Although he studied many subjects from Religion to Math, he developed 
an interest in gunpowder. He experimented in methods of allowing it to explode under water. Once 
achieved, he needed a method to convey the bomb to its target, undetected, thus the Turtle. When the 
Battle of Lexington and Concord happened in April of 1775, it created such excitement that the 
school was closed so David went home to work on his underwater conveyance. Basically, a wooden 
barrel with ballast would be propelled by a hand-cranked screw. It would travel on the surface until 
near the target, submerge using valves to allow water into the barrel. The hatch would be closed 
allowing limited time under water. The Turtle needed to navigate at and under the target ship. He 
could screw an almost three-foot long bomb to the wooden hull looking through a window in the top 
of the sub. Working with clock makers, they designed a device that would start a clock upon release 
allowing the sub enough time to escape before a flintlock mechanism would strike a plate and set off 
the gunpowder. His brother, Ezra, chicken out as pilot so they trained another volunteer, Ezra Lee. 
The target was the Eagle, Howe’s flagship but the tide was strong and the bomb wouldn’t attach. It 
was getting light so Ezra aborted the mission. Almost caught, he released the bomb and scared them 
off and saved the sub. Thomas Jefferson released the secret in a lecture in 1798. 



Social Hour: 6 to 7PM 8 Sep 2016  Business meeting: 7 to 8  
I. Call to order: President Hoyt 
II. Invocation: Chaplain: Jerry Bullock 
III. Pledges to the Flags 

a. U.S. Flag 
b. Texas Flag 
c. S.A.R. Flag 

IV. Introductions:  
a. Special Guest – Sandy Clauss 
b. Potential chapter members 

V. Enhanced ROTC cadet of 2016 
VI. SAR Awards Presentation: 

a. Awards, Military Service or Chapter 
b. New member induction - Gunter and Allen 

VII. Old Business: 
a. Approval of May 2016 minutes. 
b. Approval of the Treasurer’s Report – Sep 
c. Historian: history update and newsletter. 
d. Registrar’s Report 
e. Committees: Essay, Oratory, ROTC, Color Guard, Events and Flag. 

VIII. New Business: 
a. President’s Comments 

i. Color Guard Events – 2 on 15 Sep – Austin at noon, NB at 6PM. 
ii. Fall BOM – Austin – 14-16 Oct. 

iii. TXSSAR President, Michael J. Radcliff, visit Oct mtg. 
IX. Guest Speaker Sandy Clauss – Books from the Revolution 
X. Benediction: Chaplain Jerry Bullock 
XI. Recessional 
XII. Adjournment: next meeting is 13 Oct. 2016 at Granzin’s. 

 


